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Nowadays, it has become more realized that terrorism happens everywhere. It 
tries to force a government or an international organization to do or abstain from 
doing something by creating the state of terror among civilians through causing death 
or injuries to them. Such acts are even worse than wars: wars, normally, cause damage 
to military forces while terrorism causes damage to innocent civilians. To protect 
civilians, States sometimes launch military attacks against terrorists or terrorists 
groups. This article mainly discusses some remarkable legal issues concerning such 
use of transnational force against terrorism. 
The article consists of five chapters. The first chapter mainly focuses on the 
various kinds of definitions of terrorism, and tries to conclude the typical 
characteristics and the constituting elements of terrorism based on those definitions. 
The second chapter analyzes whether there exists a legal system outside the UN 
Charter allowing the use of force against terrorism, i.e., whether anti-terrorism 
constitutes a “third exception” of the prohibition of use of force. Such analysis is 
based on the ICJ Statute Article 38 on the source of law.  
The third part of this article discusses whether such use of transnational force 
against terrorism accords with the UN Charter. Given that the Security Council never 
authorized any use of force against terrorism, and that the countries launching 
anti-terrorism wars usually claiming the right of self-defense, this part focuses on the 
issue that whether such transnational use of force constitutes the lawful exercise of the 
right of self-defense. This part starts with the introduction of the right of self-defense, 
followed by the discussion of the three distinguished legal issues on this topic, the 
identity of armed attack launchers, the object of anti-terrorism strikes, and the gravity 
requirements of an armed attack. 
States entitled to the right of self-defense have to satisfy the two requirements 














fourth part of the article deals with the content and judging factors of these two 
principles. 
The last chapter intends to share a light on the prospective of the anti-terrorism 
use of force laws and the possible measures for the regulation of anti-terrorism. 
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